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Chapter 4 Of the Works of God, Q 5. What is the decree of election?
A. The eternal, free, immutable purpose of God, whereby in Jesus Christ he chooseth
unto himself whom he pleaseth out of whole mankind, determining to bestow upon
them, for his sake, grace here, and everlasting happiness hereafter, for the praise of
his glory, by the way of mercy.
from “The Greater Catechism”, John Owen

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
John 6:35-40: And Jesus said unto them, I am that bread of life: he that cometh to me,
shall not hunger, and he that believeth in me, shall never thirst. But I said unto you, that ye
also have seen me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth me, shall come to me: and
him that cometh to me, I cast not away. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own
will, but his will which hath sent me. And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of
all which he hath given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every man which seeth the Son, and
believeth in him, should have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
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Psalm 82
A Psalm of Asaph.

1 God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he
judgeth among the gods.
2

How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the
persons of the wicked? Selah.
3

Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the
afflicted and needy.
4

Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the
hand of the wicked.
5

They know not, neither will they understand; they
walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth
are out of course.
6

I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children
of the most High.
7

But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the
princes.
8

Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit
all nations.

Acts 2
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place.
2 And

suddenly there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.
3 And

there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
4 And

they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.
5 And

there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, out of every nation under heaven.
6 Now

when this was noised abroad, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because that
every man heard them speak in his own language.
7 And

they were all amazed and marvelled, saying
one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaeans?
8 And

how hear we every man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born?

9 Parthians,

and Medes, and Elamites, and the
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,
10 Phrygia,

and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts
of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews
and proselytes,
11 Cretes

and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderful works of God.
12 And

they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this?
13 Others

mocking said, These men are full of new

wine.
14 But

Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his
voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all
ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you,
and hearken to my words:
15 For

these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it
is but the third hour of the day.
16 But

Joel;

this is that which was spoken by the prophet

17 And

it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams:
18 And

on my servants and on my handmaidens I will
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy:
19 And

I will shew wonders in heaven above, and
signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and
vapour of smoke:
20 The

sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the great and notable day
of the Lord come:
21 And

it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
22 Ye

men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:
23 Him,

being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain:

24 Whom

God hath raised up, having loosed the pains
of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it.
25 For

David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the
Lord always before my face, for he is on my right
hand, that I should not be moved:
26 Therefore

did my heart rejoice, and my tongue
was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:
27 Because

thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
28 Thou

hast made known to me the ways of life;
thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance.
29 Men

and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
30 Therefore

being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ
to sit on his throne;
31 He

seeing this before spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his
flesh did see corruption.

32 This

Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses.
33 Therefore

being by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now
see and hear.
34 For

David is not ascended into the heavens: but he
saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right hand,
35 Until

I make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore

let all the house of Israel know
assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
37 Now

when they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
38 Then

Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.
39 For

the promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD
our God shall call.

40 And

with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward
generation.
41 Then they

that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.
42 And

they continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.
43 And

fear came upon every soul: and many wonders
and signs were done by the apostles.
44 And

all that believed were together, and had all
things common;
45 And

sold their possessions and goods, and parted
them to all men, as every man had need.
46 And

they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart,
47 Praising

God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.

Proverbs 11
1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD:
but a just weight is his delight.
2

When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but
with the lowly is wisdom.
3

The integrity of the upright shall guide them:
but the perverseness of transgressors shall
destroy them.
4

Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but
righteousness delivereth from death.
5

The righteousness of the perfect shall direct
his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness.
6

The righteousness of the upright shall deliver
them: but transgressors shall be taken in their
own naughtiness.
7

When a wicked man dieth, his expectation
shall perish: and the hope of unjust men
perisheth.
8

The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and
the wicked cometh in his stead.

9

An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his
neighbour: but through knowledge shall the
just be delivered.
10

When it goeth well with the righteous, the
city rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish,
there is shouting.
11

By the blessing of the upright the city is
exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of
the wicked.
12

He that is void of wisdom despiseth his
neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth
his peace.
13

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is
of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.
14

Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in
the multitude of counsellors there is safety.
15

He that is surety for a stranger shall smart
for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.
16

A gracious woman retaineth honour: and
strong men retain riches.
17

The merciful man doeth good to his own
soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own
flesh.

18

The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to
him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure
reward.
19

As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that
pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death.
20

They that are of a froward heart are
abomination to the LORD: but such as are
upright in their way are his delight.
21

Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall
not be unpunished: but the seed of the
righteous shall be delivered.
22

As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a
fair woman which is without discretion.
23

The desire of the righteous is only good: but
the expectation of the wicked is wrath.
24

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth;
and there is that withholdeth more than is
meet, but it tendeth to poverty.
25

The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he
that watereth shall be watered also himself.
26

He that withholdeth corn, the people shall
curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head
of him that selleth it.

27

He that diligently seeketh good procureth
favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall
come unto him.
28

He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the
righteous shall flourish as a branch.
29

He that troubleth his own house shall inherit
the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the
wise of heart.
30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and
he that winneth souls is wise.
31

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed
in the earth: much more the wicked and the
sinner.
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Revelation 21
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for
the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.
2

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.
3

And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.
4

And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed
away.
5

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I
make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.
6

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely.

7

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and
I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
8

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is
the second death.
9

And there came unto me one of the seven
angels which had the seven vials full of the
seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying,
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the
Lamb's wife.
10

And he carried me away in the spirit to a
great and high mountain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God,
11

Having the glory of God: and her light was
like unto a stone most precious, even like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal;
12

And had a wall great and high, and had
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
and names written thereon, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel:

13

On the east three gates; on the north three
gates; on the south three gates; and on the
west three gates.
14

And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15

And he that talked with me had a golden reed
to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and
the wall thereof.
16

And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is
as large as the breadth: and he measured the
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs.
The length and the breadth and the height of it
are equal.
17

And he measured the wall thereof, an
hundred and forty and four cubits, according to
the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.
18

And the building of the wall of it was of jasper:
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.
19

And the foundations of the wall of the city
were garnished with all manner of precious
stones. The first foundation was jasper; the
second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the
fourth, an emerald;

20

The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the
seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,
a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the
eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.
21

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls:
every several gate was of one pearl: and the
street of the city was pure gold, as it were
transparent glass.
22

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
23

And the city had no need of the sun, neither
of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
24

And the nations of them which are saved
shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the
earth do bring their glory and honour into it.
25

And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by
day: for there shall be no night there.
26

And they shall bring the glory and honour of
the nations into it.
27

And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life.

Ezra 3
1 And when the seventh month was come, and the
children of Israel were in the cities, the people
gathered themselves together as one man to
Jerusalem.
Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his
brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of
the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as
it is written in the law of Moses the man of God.
2

And they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was
upon them because of the people of those countries:
and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the
LORD, even burnt offerings morning and evening.
3

They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is
written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by
number, according to the custom, as the duty of
every day required;
4

And afterward offered the continual burnt offering,
both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the
LORD that were consecrated, and of every one that
willingly offered a freewill offering unto the LORD.
5

From the first day of the seventh month began they
to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD. But the
foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet
laid.
6

They gave money also unto the masons, and to the
carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees
from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the
grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia.
7

Now in the second year of their coming unto the
house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month,
began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua
the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their
brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that
were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem; and
appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and
upward, to set forward the work of the house of the
LORD.
8

Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren,
Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together, to
set forward the workmen in the house of God: the
sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren
the Levites.
9

And when the builders laid the foundation of the
temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their
apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the
ordinance of David king of Israel.
10

And they sang together by course in praising and
giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for
his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all
the people shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the LORD, because the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid.
11

But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the
fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the
first house, when the foundation of this house was
laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and
many shouted aloud for joy:
12

So that the people could not discern the noise of
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the
people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and
the noise was heard afar off.
13

Matthew 6
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before
men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no
reward of your Father which is in heaven.
2

Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto
you, They have their reward.
3

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth:
4

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.
5

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners
of the streets, that they may be seen of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
6

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as
the heathen do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking.
8

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him.
9

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name.
10

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
11

Give us this day our daily bread.

12

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors.
13

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
14

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the
hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto
men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward.
17

But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine
head, and wash thy face;
18

That thou appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee
openly.
19

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal:
20

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21

For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.
22

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of light.

23

But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall
be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is
in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
24

No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.
25

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put
on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment?
26

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not
much better than they?
27

Which of you by taking thought can add one
cubit unto his stature?
28

And why take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:
29

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O
ye of little faith?
31

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
32

(For after all these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.
34

Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

