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Chapter 7: Of the Law of God.

Q 1. Which is the law that God gave man at first to fulfil?
A. The same which was afterwards written with the finger of God in two tables of
stone on Mount Horeb, called the Ten Commandments.
from “The Greater Catechism”, John Owen

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Romans 2:12-16: For as many as have sinned without the Law, shall perish also without
the Law: and as many as have sinned in the Law, shall be judged by the Law, (For the hearers
of the Law are not righteous before God: but the doers of the Law shall be justified. For
when the Gentiles which have not the Law, do by nature the things contained in the Law,
they having not the Law, are a Law unto themselves, Which show the effect of the Law
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness and their thoughts accusing
one another, or excusing.) At the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus
Christ, according to my Gospel.
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Psalm 96
1 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the
LORD, all the earth.
2

Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his
salvation from day to day.
3

Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders
among all people.
4

For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he
is to be feared above all gods.
5

For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the
LORD made the heavens.
6

Honour and majesty are before him: strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary.
7

Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people,
give unto the LORD glory and strength.
8

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name:
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9

O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear
before him, all the earth.
10

Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the
world also shall be established that it shall not be
moved: he shall judge the people righteously.

11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.
12

Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then
shall all the trees of the wood rejoice
13

Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to
judge the earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Acts 16
1 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a
certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son
of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and
believed; but his father was a Greek:
2

Which was well reported of by the brethren that
were at Lystra and Iconium.
3

Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took
and circumcised him because of the Jews which were
in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was
a Greek.
4

And as they went through the cities, they delivered
them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of
the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.
5

And so were the churches established in the faith,
and increased in number daily.
6

Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and
the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy
Ghost to preach the word in Asia,
7

After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go
into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.
8

And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.

9

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There
stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying,
Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
10

And after he had seen the vision, immediately we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly
gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the
gospel unto them.
11

Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a
straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to
Neapolis;
12

And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city
of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were
in that city abiding certain days.
13

And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a
river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we
sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted
thither.
14

And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of
purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.
15

And when she was baptized, and her household, she
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide
there. And she constrained us.

16

And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:
17

The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying,
These men are the servants of the most high God,
which shew unto us the way of salvation.
18

And this did she many days. But Paul, being
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And
he came out the same hour.
19

And when her masters saw that the hope of their
gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew
them into the marketplace unto the rulers,
20

And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These
men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city,
21

And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to
receive, neither to observe, being Romans.
22

And the multitude rose up together against them:
and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and
commanded to beat them.
23

And when they had laid many stripes upon them,
they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep
them safely:

24

Who, having received such a charge, thrust them
into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the
stocks.
25

And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
26

And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shaken: and
immediately all the doors were opened, and every
one's bands were loosed.
27

And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out
his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing
that the prisoners had been fled.
28

But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself
no harm: for we are all here.
29

Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,
30

And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I
do to be saved?
31

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
32

And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and
to all that were in his house.

33

And he took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his,
straightway.
34

And when he had brought them into his house, he
set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God
with all his house.
35

And when it was day, the magistrates sent the
serjeants, saying, Let those men go.
36

And the keeper of the prison told this saying to
Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now
therefore depart, and go in peace.
37

But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us
openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast
us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily?
nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us
out.
38

And the serjeants told these words unto the
magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that
they were Romans.
39

And they came and besought them, and brought
them out, and desired them to depart out of the city.
40

And they went out of the prison, and entered into
the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the
brethren, they comforted them, and departed.

Proverbs 12
1 Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge:
but he that hateth reproof is brutish.
2

A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but
a man of wicked devices will he condemn.
3

A man shall not be established by wickedness:
but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.
4

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband:
but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness
in his bones.
5

The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the
counsels of the wicked are deceit.
6

The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for
blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver
them.
7

The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but
the house of the righteous shall stand.
8

A man shall be commended according to his
wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall
be despised.
9

He that is despised, and hath a servant, is
better than he that honoureth himself, and
lacketh bread.

10

A righteous man regardeth the life of his
beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are
cruel.
11

He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with
bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void
of understanding.
12

The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but
the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.
13

The wicked is snared by the transgression of
his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble.
14

A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit
of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's
hands shall be rendered unto him.
15

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but
he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.
16

A fool's wrath is presently known: but a
prudent man covereth shame.
17

He that speaketh truth sheweth forth
righteousness: but a false witness deceit.
18

There is that speaketh like the piercings of a
sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.
19

The lip of truth shall be established for ever:
but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

20

Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine
evil: but to the counsellors of peace is joy.
21

There shall no evil happen to the just: but the
wicked shall be filled with mischief.
22

Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but
they that deal truly are his delight.
23

A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the
heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.
24

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but
the slothful shall be under tribute.
25

Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it
stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.
26

The righteous is more excellent than his
neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth
them.
27

The slothful man roasteth not that which he
took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent
man is precious.
28

In the way of righteousness is life: and in the
pathway thereof there is no death.
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Mark 13
1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his
disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner
of stones and what buildings are here!
2 And

Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou
these great buildings? there shall not be left one
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.
3 And

as he sat upon the mount of Olives over
against the temple, Peter and James and John and
Andrew asked him privately,
4 Tell

us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign when all these things shall be
fulfilled?
5 And

Jesus answering them began to say, Take
heed lest any man deceive you:
6 For

many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many.
7 And

when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of
wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must
needs be; but the end shall not be yet.

8 For

nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be
famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of
sorrows.
9 But

take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver
you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall
be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers
and kings for my sake, for a testimony against
them.
10 And

the gospel must first be published among
all nations.
11 But

when they shall lead you, and deliver you
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever
shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
12 Now

the brother shall betray the brother to
death, and the father the son; and children shall
rise up against their parents, and shall cause them
to be put to death.
13 And

ye shall be hated of all men for my name's
sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved.

14 But

when ye shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth
understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee
to the mountains:
15 And

let him that is on the housetop not go
down into the house, neither enter therein, to
take any thing out of his house:
16 And

let him that is in the field not turn back
again for to take up his garment.
17 But

woe to them that are with child, and to
them that give suck in those days!
18 And

pray ye that your flight be not in the
winter.
19 For

in those days shall be affliction, such as was
not from the beginning of the creation which God
created unto this time, neither shall be.
20 And

except that the Lord had shortened those
days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's
sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened
the days.
21 And

then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is
Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:

22 For

false Christs and false prophets shall rise,
and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it
were possible, even the elect.
23 But

take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all
things.
24 But

in those days, after that tribulation, the sun
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give
her light,
25 And

the stars of heaven shall fall, and the
powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.
26 And

then shall they see the Son of man coming
in the clouds with great power and glory.
27 And

then shall he send his angels, and shall
gather together his elect from the four winds,
from the uttermost part of the earth to the
uttermost part of heaven.
28 Now

learn a parable of the fig tree; When her
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is near:
29 So

ye in like manner, when ye shall see these
things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at
the doors.

30 Verily

I say unto you, that this generation shall
not pass, till all these things be done.
31 Heaven

and earth shall pass away: but my words
shall not pass away.
32 But

of that day and that hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither
the Son, but the Father.
33 Take

ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not
when the time is.
34 For

the Son of Man is as a man taking a far
journey, who left his house, and gave authority to
his servants, and to every man his work, and
commanded the porter to watch.
35 Watch

ye therefore: for ye know not when the
master of the house cometh, at even, or at
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the
morning:
36 Lest

coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

37 And

what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.

Nehemiah 7
1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and
I had set up the doors, and the porters and the singers
and the Levites were appointed,
2

That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the
ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he
was a faithful man, and feared God above many.
3

And I said unto them, Let not the gates of
Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and while
they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar them:
and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
every one in his watch, and every one to be over
against his house.
4

Now the city was large and great: but the people
were few therein, and the houses were not builded.
5

And my God put into mine heart to gather together
the nobles, and the rulers, and the people, that they
might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a
register of the genealogy of them which came up at
the first, and found written therein,
6

These are the children of the province, that went up
out of the captivity, of those that had been carried
away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
had carried away, and came again to Jerusalem and
to Judah, every one unto his city;

7

Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah,
Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number, I
say, of the men of the people of Israel was this;
8

The children of Parosh, two thousand an hundred
seventy and two.
9

The children of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy
and two.
10

The children of Arah, six hundred fifty and two.

11

The children of Pahathmoab, of the children of
Jeshua and Joab, two thousand and eight hundred
and eighteen.
12

The children of Elam, a thousand two hundred
fifty and four.
13

The children of Zattu, eight hundred forty and
five.
14

The children of Zaccai, seven hundred and
threescore.
15

The children of Binnui, six hundred forty and
eight.
16

The children of Bebai, six hundred twenty and
eight.

17

The children of Azgad, two thousand three
hundred twenty and two.
18

The children of Adonikam, six hundred threescore
and seven.
19

The children of Bigvai, two thousand threescore
and seven.
20

The children of Adin, six hundred fifty and five.

21

The children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and
eight.
22

The children of Hashum, three hundred twenty and
eight.
23

The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and
four.
24

The children of Hariph, an hundred and twelve.

25

The children of Gibeon, ninety and five.

26

The men of Bethlehem and Netophah, an hundred
fourscore and eight.
27

The men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and
eight.
28

The men of Bethazmaveth, forty and two.

29

The men of Kirjathjearim, Chephirah, and
Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three.
30

The men of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred twenty
and one.
31

The men of Michmas, an hundred and twenty and
two.
32

The men of Bethel and Ai, an hundred twenty and
three.
33

The men of the other Nebo, fifty and two.

34

The children of the other Elam, a thousand two
hundred fifty and four.
35

The children of Harim, three hundred and twenty.

36

The children of Jericho, three hundred forty and
five.
37

The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven
hundred twenty and one.
38

The children of Senaah, three thousand nine
hundred and thirty.
39

The priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house
of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy and three.
40

The children of Immer, a thousand fifty and two.

41

The children of Pashur, a thousand two hundred
forty and seven.
42

The children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen.

43

The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel,
and of the children of Hodevah, seventy and four.
44

The singers: the children of Asaph, an hundred
forty and eight.
45

The porters: the children of Shallum, the children
of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children of
Shobai, an hundred thirty and eight.
46

The Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the children
of Hashupha, the children of Tabbaoth,
47

The children of Keros, the children of Sia, the
children of Padon,
48

The children of Lebana, the children of Hagaba,
the children of Shalmai,
49

The children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the
children of Gahar,
50

The children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the
children of Nekoda,

51

The children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the
children of Phaseah,
52

The children of Besai, the children of Meunim, the
children of Nephishesim,
53

The children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha,
the children of Harhur,
54

The children of Bazlith, the children of Mehida,
the children of Harsha,
55

The children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the
children of Tamah,
56

The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha.

57

The children of Solomon's servants: the children
of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children of
Perida,
58

The children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the
children of Giddel,
59

The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil,
the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the children of
Amon.
60

All the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's
servants, were three hundred ninety and two.

61

And these were they which went up also from
Telmelah, Telharesha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer:
but they could not shew their father's house, nor
their seed, whether they were of Israel.
62

The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah,
the children of Nekoda, six hundred forty and two.
63

And of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the
children of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which took
one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to
wife, and was called after their name.
64

These sought their register among those that were
reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found:
therefore were they, as polluted, put from the
priesthood.
65

And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should
not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a
priest with Urim and Thummim.
66

The whole congregation together was forty and
two thousand three hundred and threescore,
67

Beside their manservants and their maidservants,
of whom there were seven thousand three hundred
thirty and seven: and they had two hundred forty and
five singing men and singing women.

68

Their horses, seven hundred thirty and six: their
mules, two hundred forty and five:
69

Their camels, four hundred thirty and five: six
thousand seven hundred and twenty asses.
70

And some of the chief of the fathers gave unto the
work. The Tirshatha gave to the treasure a thousand
drams of gold, fifty basons, five hundred and thirty
priests' garments.
71

And some of the chief of the fathers gave to the
treasure of the work twenty thousand drams of gold,
and two thousand and two hundred pound of silver.
72

And that which the rest of the people gave was
twenty thousand drams of gold, and two thousand
pound of silver, and threescore and seven priests'
garments.
73

So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and
the singers, and some of the people, and the
Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and
when the seventh month came, the children of Israel
were in their cities.

Matthew 6
1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before
men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no
reward of your Father which is in heaven.
2

Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto
you, They have their reward.
3

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth:
4

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.
5

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners
of the streets, that they may be seen of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
6

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as
the heathen do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking.
8

Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him.
9

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name.
10

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.
11

Give us this day our daily bread.

12

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors.
13

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
14

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the
hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto
men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward.
17

But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine
head, and wash thy face;
18

That thou appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee
openly.
19

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal:
20

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21

For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.
22

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of light.

23

But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall
be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is
in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
24

No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.
25

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put
on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment?
26

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not
much better than they?
27

Which of you by taking thought can add one
cubit unto his stature?
28

And why take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:
29

And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into
the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O
ye of little faith?
31

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
32

(For after all these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
33

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.
34

Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

