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Chap. 12. — Of Christ’s Priestly Office.
Q 6. How did the oblation of Christ satisfy God’s justice for our sin?
A. In that for us he underwent the punishment due to our sin.
from “The Greater Catechism”, John Owen

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely, he hath born our infirmities, and carried our sorrows, yet we did judge
him as plagued and smitten of God, and humbled. But he was wounded for our transgressions:
he was broken for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his
stripes are we healed. All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned every one to his own
way, and the Lord hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.
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Psalm 126
A Song of degrees

1 When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion,
we were like them that dream.
2

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our
tongue with singing: then said they among the
heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them.
3

The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof
we are glad.
4

Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in
the south.
5
6

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.

1 Corinthians 4
1 Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.
2

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man
be found faithful.
3

But with me it is a very small thing that I
should be judged of you, or of man's judgment:
yea, I judge not mine own self.
4

For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not
hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the
Lord.
5

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then
shall every man have praise of God.
6

And these things, brethren, I have in a figure
transferred to myself and to Apollos for your
sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of
men above that which is written, that no one of
you be puffed up for one against another.

7

For who maketh thee to differ from another?
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive?
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory,
as if thou hadst not received it?
8

Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have
reigned as kings without us: and I would to God
ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.
9

For I think that God hath set forth us the
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for
we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to
angels, and to men.
10

We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise
in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are
honourable, but we are despised.
11

Even unto this present hour we both hunger,
and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and
have no certain dwellingplace;
12

And labour, working with our own hands:
being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we
suffer it:
13

Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as
the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of
all things unto this day.

14

I write not these things to shame you, but as
my beloved sons I warn you.
15

For though ye have ten thousand instructers
in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the
gospel.
16

Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of
me.
17

For this cause have I sent unto you
Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful
in the Lord, who shall bring you into
remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as
I teach every where in every church.
18

Now some are puffed up, as though I would
not come to you.
19

But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will,
and will know, not the speech of them which are
puffed up, but the power.
20

For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in
power.
21

What will ye? shall I come unto you with a
rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?

Proverbs 16
1 The preparations of the heart in man, and the
answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.
2

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes;
but the LORD weigheth the spirits.
3

Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy
thoughts shall be established.
4

The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea,
even the wicked for the day of evil.
5

Every one that is proud in heart is an
abomination to the LORD: though hand join in
hand, he shall not be unpunished.
6

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the
fear of the LORD men depart from evil.
7

When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh
even his enemies to be at peace with him.
8

Better is a little with righteousness than great
revenues without right.
9

A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD
directeth his steps.
10

A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his
mouth transgresseth not in judgment.
11

A just weight and balance are the LORD's: all the
weights of the bag are his work.

12

It is an abomination to kings to commit
wickedness: for the throne is established by
righteousness.
13

Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they
love him that speaketh right.
14

The wrath of a king is as messengers of death:
but a wise man will pacify it.
15

In the light of the king's countenance is life; and
his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.
16

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold!
and to get understanding rather to be chosen than
silver!
17

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil:
he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.
18

Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall.
19

Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.
20

He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good:
and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.
21

The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and
the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.
22

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him
that hath it: but the instruction of fools is folly.
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John 5
1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem.
2

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a
pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue
Bethesda, having five porches.
3

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the
water.
4

For an angel went down at a certain season into the
pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first
after the troubling of the water stepped in was made
whole of whatsoever disease he had.
5

And a certain man was there, which had an
infirmity thirty and eight years.
6

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been
now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt
thou be made whole?
7

The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the
pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down
before me.
8

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and
walk.

9

And immediately the man was made whole, and
took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day
was the sabbath.
10

The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It
is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry
thy bed.
11

He answered them, He that made me whole, the
same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.
12

Then asked they him, What man is that which said
unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk?
13

And he that was healed wist not who it was: for
Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being
in that place.
14

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and
said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.
15

The man departed, and told the Jews that it was
Jesus, which had made him whole.
16

And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and
sought to slay him, because he had done these things
on the sabbath day.
17

But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work.

18

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him,
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said
also that God was his Father, making himself equal
with God.
19

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of
himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what
things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise.
20

For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all
things that himself doeth: and he will shew him
greater works than these, that ye may marvel.
21

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom
he will.
22

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed
all judgment unto the Son:
23

That all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.
24

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

25

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
26

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he
given to the Son to have life in himself;
27

And hath given him authority to execute judgment
also, because he is the Son of man.
28

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
29

And shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
30

I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not
mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath
sent me.
31

If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.

32

There is another that beareth witness of me; and I
know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is
true.
33

Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the
truth.

34

But I receive not testimony from man: but these
things I say, that ye might be saved.
35

He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were
willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
36

But I have greater witness than that of John: for
the works which the Father hath given me to finish,
the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that
the Father hath sent me.
37

And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath
borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice
at any time, nor seen his shape.
38

And ye have not his word abiding in you: for
whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.
39

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
40

And ye will not come to me, that ye might have
life.
41

I receive not honour from men.

42

But I know you, that ye have not the love of God
in you.
43

I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me
not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye
will receive.

44

How can ye believe, which receive honour one of
another, and seek not the honour that cometh from
God only?
45

Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father:
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom
ye trust.
46

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have
believed me; for he wrote of me.
47

But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe my words?

Job 16
1 Then Job answered and said,
2

I have heard many such things: miserable
comforters are ye all.
3

Shall vain words have an end? or what
emboldeneth thee that thou answerest?
4

I also could speak as ye do: if your soul were
in my soul's stead, I could heap up words
against you, and shake mine head at you.
5

But I would strengthen you with my mouth,
and the moving of my lips should asswage your
grief.
6

Though I speak, my grief is not asswaged: and
though I forbear, what am I eased?
7

But now he hath made me weary: thou hast
made desolate all my company.
8

And thou hast filled me with wrinkles, which is
a witness against me: and my leanness rising
up in me beareth witness to my face.
9

He teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he
gnasheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy
sharpeneth his eyes upon me.

10

They have gaped upon me with their mouth;
they have smitten me upon the cheek
reproachfully; they have gathered themselves
together against me.
11

God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and
turned me over into the hands of the wicked.
12

I was at ease, but he hath broken me
asunder: he hath also taken me by my neck,
and shaken me to pieces, and set me up for his
mark.
13

His archers compass me round about, he
cleaveth my reins asunder, and doth not spare;
he poureth out my gall upon the ground.
14

He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he
runneth upon me like a giant.
15

I have sewed sackcloth upon my skin, and
defiled my horn in the dust.
16

My face is foul with weeping, and on my
eyelids is the shadow of death;
17

Not for any injustice in mine hands: also my
prayer is pure.
18

O earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my
cry have no place.

19

Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven,
and my record is on high.
20

My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth
out tears unto God.
21

O that one might plead for a man with God,
as a man pleadeth for his neighbour!
22

When a few years are come, then I shall go
the way whence I shall not return.

Matthew 11
1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made
an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he
departed thence to teach and to preach in their
cities.
2

Now when John had heard in the prison the
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,
3

And said unto him, Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for another?
4

Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and
shew John again those things which ye do hear
and see:
5

The blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them.
6

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in me.
7

And as they departed, Jesus began to say
unto the multitudes concerning John, What
went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind?

8

But what went ye out for to see? A man
clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear
soft clothing are in kings' houses.
9

But what went ye out for to see? A prophet?
yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.
10

For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I
send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee.
11

Verily I say unto you, Among them that are
born of women there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.
12

And from the days of John the Baptist until
now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force.
13

For all the prophets and the law prophesied
until John.
14

And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which
was for to come.
15
16

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It
is like unto children sitting in the markets, and
calling unto their fellows,

17

And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye
have not danced; we have mourned unto you,
and ye have not lamented.
18

For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they say, He hath a devil.
19

The Son of man came eating and drinking,
and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.
But wisdom is justified of her children.
20

Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein
most of his mighty works were done, because
they repented not:
21

Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee,
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were
done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth
and ashes.
22

But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than
for you.
23

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee,
had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day.

24

But I say unto you, That it shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee.
25

At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.
26

Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy
sight.
27

All things are delivered unto me of my Father:
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal
him.
28

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.
30

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

