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Chap. XXI. — Of the Privileges of Believers. 

Q. 6. Are we, then, wholly freed from the moral law? 

A.  Yes, as a covenant, or as it hath any thing in it bringing into bondage, — as the 

curse, power, dominion, and rigid exaction of obedience; but not as it is a rule of 

life and holiness. 

 
from “The Greater Catechism”, John Owen 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah, Not according to the covenant that I made 

with their fathers, when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, the 

which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord. But this 

shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, After those days, saith the Lord, 

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man 

his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me from the least of them unto the 

greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sins no 

more. 
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Isaiah 8  

1 Moreover the LORD said unto me, Take thee a 
great roll, and write in it with a man's pen 
concerning Mahershalalhashbaz. 

2 
And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, 

Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of 
Jeberechiah. 

3 
And I went unto the prophetess; and she 

conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LORD to 
me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. 

4 
For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, 

My father, and my mother, the riches of 
Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken 
away before the king of Assyria. 

5 
The LORD spake also unto me again, saying, 

6 
Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of 

Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and 
Remaliah's son; 

7 
Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up 

upon them the waters of the river, strong and 
many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: 
and he shall come up over all his channels, and 
go over all his banks: 

 



8 
And he shall pass through Judah; he shall 

overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the 
neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill 
the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. 

9 
Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall 

be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far 
countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken 
in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken 
in pieces. 

10 
Take counsel together, and it shall come to 

nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for 
God is with us. 

11 
For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong 

hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in 
the way of this people, saying, 

12 
Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom 

this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear 
ye their fear, nor be afraid. 

13 
Sanctify the LORD of hosts himself; and let him 

be your fear, and let him be your dread. 

14 
And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 

of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the 
houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

 



15 
And many among them shall stumble, and fall, 

and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. 

16 
Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my 

disciples. 

17 
And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his 

face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for 
him. 

18 
Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath 

given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel 
from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount 
Zion. 

19 
And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 

them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards 
that peep, and that mutter: should not a people 
seek unto their God? for the living to the dead? 

20 
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 

not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them. 

21 
And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead 

and hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when 
they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, 
and curse their king and their God, and look 
upward. 

22 
And they shall look unto the earth; and behold 

trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish; and 
they shall be driven to darkness. 



2 Thessalonians 2  
 
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, 
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 
as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day 
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he 
is God. 
5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I 
told you these things? 
6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might 
be revealed in his time. 
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only 
he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of 
the way. 
8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 



9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 
them that perish; because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. 
11 And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
12 That they all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the 
traditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epistle. 
16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even 
our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good 
word and work. 
 





Matthew 21  

1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, 
and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount 
of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 

2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over 
against you, and straightway ye shall find an 
ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and 
bring them unto me. 

3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall 
say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them. 

4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 

6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them, 

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on 
them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 

8 And a very great multitude spread their 
garments in the way; others cut down branches 
from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 



9 And the multitudes that went before, and that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of 
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all 
the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 

11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and 
cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
moneychangers, and the seats of them that 
sold doves, 

13 And said unto them, It is written, My house 
shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple; and he healed them. 

15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw 
the wonderful things that he did, and the 
children crying in the temple, and saying, 
Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore 
displeased, 



16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these 
say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye 
never read, Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 

17 And he left them, and went out of the city into 
Bethany; and he lodged there. 

18 Now in the morning as he returned into the 
city, he hungered. 

19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he 
came to it, and found nothing thereon, but 
leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow 
on thee henceforward for ever. And presently 
the fig tree withered away. 

20 And when the disciples saw it, they 
marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree 
withered away! 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye 
shall not only do this which is done to the fig 
tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; it shall be done. 

22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 



23 And when he was come into the temple, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people came 
unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what 
authority doest thou these things? and who 
gave thee this authority? 

24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I 
also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I 
in like wise will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 

25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from 
heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with 
themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him? 

26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the 
people; for all hold John as a prophet. 

27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We 
cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I 
you by what authority I do these things. 

28 But what think ye? A certain man had two 
sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, 
go work to day in my vineyard. 

29 He answered and said, I will not: but 
afterward he repented, and went. 



30 And he came to the second, and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: 
and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of his 
father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the 
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you. 

32 For John came unto you in the way of 
righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the 
publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, 
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, 
that ye might believe him. 

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain 
householder, which planted a vineyard, and 
hedged it round about, and digged a winepress 
in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country: 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they 
might receive the fruits of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another. 



36 Again, he sent other servants more than the 
first: and they did unto them likewise. 

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, 
saying, They will reverence my son. 

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they 
said among themselves, This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him, and let us seize on his 
inheritance. 

39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him. 

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard 
cometh, what will he do unto those 
husbandmen? 

41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy 
those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard 
unto other husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruits in their seasons. 

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the 
corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes? 



43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall 
be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder. 

45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had 
heard his parables, they perceived that he 
spake of them. 

46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, 
they feared the multitude, because they took 
him for a prophet. 
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Romans 8  

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the 
things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 



9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if 
so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his. 

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead 
because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to 
the flesh, to live after the flesh. 

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if 
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God: 



17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature 
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope, 

21 Because the creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is 
seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why 
doth he yet hope for? 



25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it. 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: 
for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
glorified. 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If 
God be for us, who can be against us? 



32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Genesis 26  

1 And there was a famine in the land, beside 
the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king 
of the Philistines unto Gerar. 

2 
And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, 

Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which 
I shall tell thee of: 

3 
Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, 

and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy 
seed, I will give all these countries, and I will 
perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham 
thy father; 

4 
And I will make thy seed to multiply as the 

stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all 
these countries; and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed; 

5 
Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and 

kept my charge, my commandments, my 
statutes, and my laws. 

6 
And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: 

  



7 
And the men of the place asked him of his 

wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he 
feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the 
men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; 
because she was fair to look upon. 

8 
And it came to pass, when he had been there 

a long time, that Abimelech king of the 
Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, 
and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah 
his wife. 

9 
And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, 

of a surety she is thy wife; and how saidst thou, 
She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, 
Because I said, Lest I die for her. 

10 
And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast 

done unto us? one of the people might lightly 
have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have 
brought guiltiness upon us. 

11 
And Abimelech charged all his people, 

saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife 
shall surely be put to death. 

12 
Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received 

in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD 
blessed him. 



13 
And the man waxed great, and went forward, 

and grew until he became very great: 

14 
For he had possession of flocks, and 

possession of herds, and great store of 
servants: and the Philistines envied him. 

15 
For all the wells which his father's servants 

had digged in the days of Abraham his father, 
the Philistines had stopped them, and filled 
them with earth. 

16 
And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; 

for thou art much mightier than we. 

17 
And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his 

tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

18 
And Isaac digged again the wells of water, 

which they had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father; for the Philistines had stopped them 
after the death of Abraham: and he called their 
names after the names by which his father had 
called them. 

19 
And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and 

found there a well of springing water. 

  



20 
And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with 

Isaac's herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and 
he called the name of the well Esek; because 
they strove with him. 

21 
And they digged another well, and strove for 

that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah. 

22 
And he removed from thence, and digged 

another well; and for that they strove not: and 
he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, 
For now the LORD hath made room for us, and 
we shall be fruitful in the land. 

23 
And he went up from thence to Beersheba. 

24 
And the LORD appeared unto him the same 

night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless 
thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant 
Abraham's sake. 

25 
And he builded an altar there, and called 

upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his 
tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a 
well. 

26 
Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and 

Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the 
chief captain of his army. 



27 
And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come 

ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me 
away from you? 

28 
And they said, We saw certainly that the 

LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there be 
now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and 
thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; 

29 
That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not 

touched thee, and as we have done unto thee 
nothing but good, and have sent thee away in 
peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD. 

30 
And he made them a feast, and they did eat 

and drink. 

31 
And they rose up betimes in the morning, and 

sware one to another: and Isaac sent them 
away, and they departed from him in peace. 

32 
And it came to pass the same day, that 

Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning 
the well which they had digged, and said unto 
him, We have found water. 

33 
And he called it Shebah: therefore the name 

of the city is Beersheba unto this day. 



34 
And Esau was forty years old when he took to 

wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and 
Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 

35 
Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to 

Rebekah. 

 





Joshua 23 

1 And it came to pass a long time after that the LORD 
had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in 
age. 

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, 
and for their heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers, and said unto them, I am old and 
stricken in age: 

3 And ye have seen all that the LORD your God hath 
done unto all these nations because of you; for the 
LORD your God is he that hath fought for you. 

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these 
nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your 
tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have 
cut off, even unto the great sea westward. 

5 And the LORD your God, he shall expel them from 
before you, and drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your 
God hath promised unto you. 

 

 



6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, 
that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand 
or to the left; 

7 That ye come not among these nations, these that 
remain among you; neither make mention of the 
name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, 
neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them: 

8 But cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have 
done unto this day. 

9 For the LORD hath driven out from before you great 
nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to stand before you unto this day. 

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the 
LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he 
hath promised you. 

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the LORD your God. 

12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto 
the remnant of these nations, even these that 
remain among you, and shall make marriages with 
them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 



13 Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will 
no more drive out any of these nations from before 
you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, 
and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, 
until ye perish from off this good land which the 
LORD your God hath given you. 

14 And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the 
earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your 
souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good 
things which the LORD your God spake concerning 
you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof. 

15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good 
things are come upon you, which the LORD your God 
promised you; so shall the LORD bring upon you all 
evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this 
good land which the LORD your God hath given you. 

16 When ye have transgressed the covenant of the 

LORD your God, which he commanded you, and have 

gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves 

to them; then shall the anger of the LORD be kindled 

against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the 

good land which he hath given unto you. 




