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Chap. XXVI. — Of Particular Churches. 

Q. 1. What are particular churches? 

A.  Peculiar assemblies of professors in one place, under officers of Christ’s 

institution, enjoying the ordinances of God, and leading lives beseeming their 

holy calling. 

 
from “The Greater Catechism”, John Owen 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2 Corinthians 8:22-24: And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have 

ofttimes proved to be diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, for the 

great confidence, which I have in you. Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my 

fellow and helper to you-ward: or of our brethren, they are messengers of the 

Churches, and the glory of Christ. Wherefore show toward them, and before the 

Churches the proof of your love, and of the rejoicing that we have of you. 



August 27, 2023 

Morning Worship 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 111 Page 276 

Prayer 

Psalm 69 Page 166 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 26 

Pastoral Prayer 

New Testament Reading: Hebrews 6 

Psalm 69 Page 167 

Sermon Text: Matthew 24:4-14 

Sermon: End Times Counsel 

Prayer 

Psalm 69 Page 168 

Benediction 

 







Isaiah 26  

1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of 

Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God 

appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation 

which keepeth the truth may enter in. 

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 

is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 

Jehovah is everlasting strength: 

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; 

the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even 

to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust. 

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the 

poor, and the steps of the needy. 

7 The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most 

upright, dost weigh the path of the just. 

8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have 

we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy 

name, and to the remembrance of thee. 

9 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; 

yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: 

for when thy judgments are in the earth, the 

inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 



10 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he 

not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness 

will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the 

majesty of the Lord. 

11 Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not 

see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their 

envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies 

shall devour them. 

12 Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also 

hast wrought all our works in us. 

13 O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have 

had dominion over us: but by thee only will we 

make mention of thy name. 

14 They are dead, they shall not live; they are 

deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou 

visited and destroyed them, and made all their 

memory to perish. 

15 Thou hast increased the nation, O Lord, thou 

hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: thou 

hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth. 

16 Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they 

poured out a prayer when thy chastening was 

upon them. 



17 Like as a woman with child, that draweth near 

the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in 

her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord. 

18 We have been with child, we have been in pain, 

we have as it were brought forth wind; we have 

not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither 

have the inhabitants of the world fallen. 

19 Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead 

body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that 

dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 

and the earth shall cast out the dead. 

20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, 

and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it 

were for a little moment, until the indignation be 

overpast. 

21 For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to 

punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 

iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, 

and shall no more cover her slain. 



Hebrews 6  

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, 

2 
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on 

of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment. 

3 
And this will we do, if God permit. 

4 
For it is impossible for those who were once 

enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, 

5 
And have tasted the good word of God, and 

the powers of the world to come, 

6 
If they shall fall away, to renew them again 

unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame. 

 



7 
For the earth which drinketh in the rain that 

cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them by whom it is dressed, 
receiveth blessing from God: 

8 
But that which beareth thorns and briers is 

rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end 
is to be burned. 

9 
But, beloved, we are persuaded better 

things of you, and things that accompany 
salvation, though we thus speak. 

10 
For God is not unrighteous to forget your 

work and labour of love, which ye have 
shewed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

11 
And we desire that every one of you do 

shew the same diligence to the full assurance 
of hope unto the end: 

12 
That ye be not slothful, but followers of 

them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises. 

13 
For when God made promise to Abraham, 

because he could swear by no greater, he 
sware by himself, 



14 
Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, 

and multiplying I will multiply thee. 

15 
And so, after he had patiently endured, he 

obtained the promise. 

16 
For men verily swear by the greater: and an 

oath for confirmation is to them an end of all 
strife. 

17 
Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 

shew unto the heirs of promise the 
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an 
oath: 

18 
That by two immutable things, in which it 

was impossible for God to lie, we might have 
a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 

19 
Which hope we have as an anchor of the 

soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil; 

20 
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, 

even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec. 

 





Matthew 24  

1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the 
temple: and his disciples came to him for to 
shew him the buildings of the temple. 

2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all 
these things? verily I say unto you, There shall 
not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down. 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell 
us, when shall these things be? and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? 

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Take heed that no man deceive you. 

5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ; and shall deceive many. 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not 
yet. 

 

 



7 For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in 
divers places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, 
and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake. 

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one another. 

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many. 

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. 

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come. 

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination 
of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand:) 



16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into 
the mountains: 

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come 
down to take any thing out of his house: 

18 Neither let him which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. 

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days! 

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on the sabbath day: 

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. 

22 And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 

23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is Christ, or there; believe it not. 

24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect. 

25 Behold, I have told you before. 



26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, 
he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chambers; believe it not. 

27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. 

28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. 

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: 

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. 

31 And he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 

32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is nigh: 



33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 

34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 

35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away. 

36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. 

38 For as in the days that were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took 
them all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be. 

40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left. 

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the 
one shall be taken, and the other left. 

42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. 



43 But know this, that if the goodman of the 
house had known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would not 
have suffered his house to be broken up. 

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom 
his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? 

46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing. 

47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him 
ruler over all his goods. 

48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his 
heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 

49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, 
and to eat and drink with the drunken; 

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that 
he is not aware of, 

51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him 
his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 





August 27, 2023 

Evening Worship 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 27 Page 62 

Prayer 

Psalm 27 Page 63 

New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 10 

Pastoral Prayer 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 44 

Psalm 4 Page 6 

Sermon Text: Titus 2:4-6 

Sermon: Young Women and Men in Christ 

Prayer  

Psalm 32  Page 74 

Benediction 

 







1 Corinthians 10  

1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should 
be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea; 

3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well 
pleased: for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness. 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the 
intent we should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted. 

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; 
as it is written, The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play. 

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of 
them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. 



9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also 
murmured, and were destroyed of the 
destroyer. 

11 Now all these things happened unto them for 
examples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. 

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall. 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such 
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from 
idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the communion 
of the body of Christ? 



17 For we being many are one bread, and one 
body: for we are all partakers of that one bread. 

18 Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they 
which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the 
altar? 

19 What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or 
that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any 
thing? 

20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have 
fellowship with devils. 

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the 
cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we 
stronger than he? 

23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are 
not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but 
all things edify not. 

24 Let no man seek his own, but every man 
another's wealth. 

25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, 
asking no question for conscience sake: 



26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof. 

27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a 
feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is 
set before you, eat, asking no question for 
conscience sake. 

28 But if any man say unto you, this is offered in 
sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that 
shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof: 

29 Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the 
other: for why is my liberty judged of another 
man's conscience? 

30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil 
spoken of for that for which I give thanks? 

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to 
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

33 Even as I please all men in all things, not 

seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, 

that they may be saved. 



Genesis 44  

1 And he commanded the steward of his house, 
saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much 
as they can carry, and put every man's money 
in his sack's mouth. 

2 
And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's 

mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. 
And he did according to the word that Joseph 
had spoken. 

3 
As soon as the morning was light, the men 

were sent away, they and their asses. 

4 
And when they were gone out of the city, and 

not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, 
Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost 
overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have 
ye rewarded evil for good? 

5 
Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and 

whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil 
in so doing. 

6 
And he overtook them, and he spake unto 

them these same words. 

7 
And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my 

lord these words? God forbid that thy servants 
should do according to this thing: 



8 
Behold, the money, which we found in our 

sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out 
of the land of Canaan: how then should we 
steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? 

9 
With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, 

both let him die, and we also will be my lord's 
bondmen. 

10 
And he said, Now also let it be according unto 

your words: he with whom it is found shall be 
my servant; and ye shall be blameless. 

11 
Then they speedily took down every man his 

sack to the ground, and opened every man his 
sack. 

12 
And he searched, and began at the eldest, 

and left at the youngest: and the cup was found 
in Benjamin's sack. 

13 
Then they rent their clothes, and laded every 

man his ass, and returned to the city. 

14 
And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's 

house; for he was yet there: and they fell before 
him on the ground. 

15 
And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this 

that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man 
as I can certainly divine? 



16 
And Judah said, What shall we say unto my 

lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we 
clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity 
of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's 
servants, both we, and he also with whom the 
cup is found. 

17 
And he said, God forbid that I should do so: 

but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he 
shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up 
in peace unto your father. 

18 
Then Judah came near unto him, and said, 

Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a 
word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger 
burn against thy servant: for thou art even as 
Pharaoh. 

19 
My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a 

father, or a brother? 

20 
And we said unto my lord, We have a father, 

an old man, and a child of his old age, a little 
one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is 
left of his mother, and his father loveth him. 

21 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him 

down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon 
him. 



22 
And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot 

leave his father: for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die. 

23 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except 

your youngest brother come down with you, ye 
shall see my face no more. 

24 
And it came to pass when we came up unto 

thy servant my father, we told him the words of 
my lord. 

25 
And our father said, Go again, and buy us a 

little food. 

26 
And we said, We cannot go down: if our 

youngest brother be with us, then will we go 
down: for we may not see the man's face, 
except our youngest brother be with us. 

27 
And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye 

know that my wife bare me two sons: 

28 
And the one went out from me, and I said, 

Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not 
since: 

29 
And if ye take this also from me, and mischief 

befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs 
with sorrow to the grave. 



30 
Now therefore when I come to thy servant my 

father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that 
his life is bound up in the lad's life; 

31 
It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the 

lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy 
servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy 
servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 

32 
For thy servant became surety for the lad 

unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto 
thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father 
for ever. 

33 
Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant 

abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; 
and let the lad go up with his brethren. 

34 
For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad 

be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil 
that shall come on my father. 

 





Titus 2  

1 But speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine: 
2 That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. 
3 The aged women likewise, that they be in 
behaviour as becometh holiness, not false 
accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of 
good things; 
4 That they may teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their 
children, 
5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed. 
6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober 
minded. 
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
gravity, sincerity, 
8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; 
that he that is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 



9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things; 
not answering again; 
10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 
15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke 
with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 
 




