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Westminster Shorter Catechism: 

 
Q. 58. What is required in the fourth commandment? 

A.  The fourth commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set times as he hath 

appointed in his word; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a holy sabbath to himself. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

Isaiah 58:13-14: If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy will on mine 

Holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight to consecrate it, as glorious to the Lord, and shalt 

honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor seeking thine own will, nor speaking a vain word, 

Then shalt thou delight in the Lord, and I will cause thee to mount upon the high places of 

the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord 

hath spoken it. 
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Jeremiah 23 

1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and 
scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD. 

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel 
against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and 
have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you 
the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. 

3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of 
all countries whither I have driven them, and will 
bring them again to their folds; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase. 

4 And I will set up shepherds over them which 
shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor 
be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith 
the LORD. 

5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. 

6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall 
be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 



7 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that they shall no more say, The LORD liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt; 

8 But, The LORD liveth, which brought up and 
which led the seed of the house of Israel out of 
the north country, and from all countries whither I 
had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own 
land. 

9 Mine heart within me is broken because of the 
prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken 
man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, 
because of the LORD, and because of the words of 
his holiness. 

10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of 
swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places 
of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is 
evil, and their force is not right. 

11 For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in 
my house have I found their wickedness, saith the 
LORD. 

12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as 
slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven 
on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, 
even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. 



13 And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; 
they prophesied in Baal, and caused my people 
Israel to err. 

14 I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an 
horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in 
lies: they strengthen also the hands of evildoers, 
that none doth return from his wickedness; they 
are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts 
concerning the prophets; Behold, I will feed them 
with wormwood, and make them drink the water 
of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem is 
profaneness gone forth into all the land. 

16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto 
the words of the prophets that prophesy unto 
you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of 
their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the 
LORD. 

17 They say still unto them that despise me, The 
LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say 
unto every one that walketh after the imagination 
of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you. 

18 For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, 
and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath 
marked his word, and heard it? 



19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in 
fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. 

20 The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed the 
thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall 
consider it perfectly. 

21 I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I 
have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 

22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had 
caused my people to hear my words, then they 
should have turned them from their evil way, and 
from the evil of their doings. 

23 Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a 
God afar off? 

24 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven 
and earth? saith the LORD. 

25 I have heard what the prophets said, that 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, 
I have dreamed. 

26 How long shall this be in the heart of the 
prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are 
prophets of the deceit of their own heart; 



27 Which think to cause my people to forget my 
name by their dreams which they tell every man 
to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten 
my name for Baal. 

28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak 
my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
saith the LORD. 

29 Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? 

30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, 
saith the LORD, that steal my words every one 
from his neighbour. 

31 Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the 
LORD, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. 

32 Behold, I am against them that prophesy false 
dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and 
cause my people to err by their lies, and by their 
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded 
them: therefore they shall not profit this people at 
all, saith the LORD. 

33 And when this people, or the prophet, or a 
priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden 
of the LORD? thou shalt then say unto them, What 
burden? I will even forsake you, saith the LORD. 



34 And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the 
people, that shall say, The burden of the LORD, I 
will even punish that man and his house. 

35 Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, 
and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD 
answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 

36 And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no 
more: for every man's word shall be his burden; 
for ye have perverted the words of the living God, 
of the LORD of hosts our God. 

37 Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath 
the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD 
spoken? 

38 But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; 
therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this 
word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent 
unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of 
the LORD; 

39 Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget 
you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave 
you and your fathers, and cast you out of my 
presence: 

40 And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon 
you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be 
forgotten. 



Matthew 13  

1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, 
and sat by the sea side. 

2 And great multitudes were gathered together 
unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; 
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 

3 And he spake many things unto them in 
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to 
sow; 

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the 
way side, and the fowls came and devoured 
them up: 

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had 
not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 
because they had no deepness of earth: 

6 And when the sun was up, they were 
scorched; and because they had no root, they 
withered away. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them: 

8 But other fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 
some thirtyfold. 



9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, 
Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 

11 He answered and said unto them, Because it 
is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance: but 
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath. 

13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: 
because they seeing see not; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand. 

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall 
see, and shall not perceive: 

15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them. 



16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and 
your ears, for they hear. 

17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets 
and righteous men have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen them; 
and to hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them. 

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

19 When any one heareth the word of the 
kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh 
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which 
was sown in his heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way side. 

20 But he that received the seed into stony 
places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it; 

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for 
a while: for when tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by and by he is 
offended. 

22 He also that received seed among the thorns 
is he that heareth the word; and the care of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 



23 But he that received seed into the good 
ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 

24 Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto 
a man which sowed good seed in his field: 

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way. 

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27 So the servants of the householder came and 
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it 
tares? 

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. 
The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that 
we go and gather them up? 

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 

 



30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and 
in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 

31 Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain 
of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed 
in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but 
when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, 
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened. 

34 All these things spake Jesus unto the 
multitude in parables; and without a parable 
spake he not unto them: 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in 
parables; I will utter things which have been 
kept secret from the foundation of the world. 



36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and 
went into the house: and his disciples came 
unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of 
the tares of the field. 

37 He answered and said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one; 

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers 
are the angels. 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this 
world. 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath 
ears to hear, let him hear. 



44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field; the which when a man 
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth 
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had, and bought 
it. 

47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of 
every kind: 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, 
and sat down, and gathered the good into 
vessels, but cast the bad away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just, 

50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood 
all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 



52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every 
scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old. 

53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had 
finished these parables, he departed thence. 

54 And when he was come into his own country, 
he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch 
that they were astonished, and said, Whence 
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works? 

55 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his 
mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, 
and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? 
Whence then hath this man all these things? 

57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus 
said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, 
save in his own country, and in his own house. 

58 And he did not many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief. 

 





Ephesians 4  

1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, 

2 
With all lowliness and meekness, with 

longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

3 
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace. 

4 
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 

are called in one hope of your calling; 

5 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6 
One God and Father of all, who is above all, 

and through all, and in you all. 

7 
But unto every one of us is given grace 

according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

8 
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on 

high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. 

9 
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he 

also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? 



10 
He that descended is the same also that 

ascended up far above all heavens, that he 
might fill all things.) 

11 
And he gave some, apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 

12 
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 

the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

13 
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ: 

14 
That we henceforth be no more children, 

tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 

15 
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 

into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 

16 
From whom the whole body fitly joined 

together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 



17 
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 

that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

18 
Having the understanding darkened, being 

alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart: 

19 
Who being past feeling have given themselves 

over unto lasciviousness, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness. 

20 
But ye have not so learned Christ; 

21 
If so be that ye have heard him, and have 

been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22 
That ye put off concerning the former 

conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; 

23 
And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24 
And that ye put on the new man, which after 

God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. 

25 
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every 

man truth with his neighbour: for we are 
members one of another. 



26 
Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 

down upon your wrath: 

27 
Neither give place to the devil. 

28 
Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let 

him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth. 

29 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 

your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers. 

30 
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby 

ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

31 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: 

32 
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you. 
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Hebrews 2  

1 Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. 

2 
For if the word spoken by angels was 

stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompence of 
reward; 

3 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

salvation; which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard him; 

4 
God also bearing them witness, both with 

signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his 
own will? 

5 
For unto the angels hath he not put in 

subjection the world to come, whereof we 
speak. 

6 
But one in a certain place testified, saying, 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or 
the son of man that thou visitest him? 



7 
Thou madest him a little lower than the 

angels; thou crownedst him with glory and 
honour, and didst set him over the works of 
thy hands: 

8 
Thou hast put all things in subjection under 

his feet. For in that he put all in subjection 
under him, he left nothing that is not put 
under him. But now we see not yet all things 
put under him. 

9 
But we see Jesus, who was made a little 

lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he 
by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man. 

10 
For it became him, for whom are all things, 

and by whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory, to make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 

11 
For both he that sanctifieth and they who 

are sanctified are all of one: for which cause 
he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 

12 
Saying, I will declare thy name unto my 

brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing 
praise unto thee. 



13 
And again, I will put my trust in him. And 

again, Behold I and the children which God 
hath given me. 

14 
Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; 

15 
And deliver them who through fear of death 

were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

16 
For verily he took not on him the nature of 

angels; but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. 

17 
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 

made like unto his brethren, that he might be 
a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people. 

18 
For in that he himself hath suffered being 

tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted. 

 



Leviticus 17 

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and unto all the children of 
Israel, and say unto them; This is the thing which the LORD hath 
commanded, saying, 

3 What man soever there be of the house of Israel, that killeth an 
ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of the 
camp, 

4 And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, to offer an offering unto the LORD before the 
tabernacle of the LORD; blood shall be imputed unto that man; he 
hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his 
people: 

5 To the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices, 
which they offer in the open field, even that they may bring them 
unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, unto the priest, and offer them for peace offerings 
unto the LORD. 

6 And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the 
LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and burn 
the fat for a sweet savour unto the LORD. 



7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after 
whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever 
unto them throughout their generations. 

8 And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the 
house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that 
offereth a burnt offering or sacrifice, 

9 And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, to offer it unto the LORD; even that man shall be 
cut off from among his people. 

10 And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of 
blood; I will even set my face against that soul that eateth blood, 
and will cut him off from among his people. 

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to 
you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is 
the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 

12 Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall 
eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you 
eat blood. 

13 And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth 
any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the 
blood thereof, and cover it with dust. 



14 For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: 
therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood 
of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: 
whosoever eateth it shall be cut off. 

15 And every soul that eateth that which died of itself, or that 
which was torn with beasts, whether it be one of your own 
country, or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until the even: then shall he be 
clean. 

16 But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear 
his iniquity. 

 





1 Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the 
summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: 
there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe 
fruit. 

2 The good man is perished out of the earth: and there 
is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for 
blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. 

3 That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the 
prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and 
the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so 
they wrap it up. 

4 The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is 
sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen 
and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their 
perplexity. 

5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a 
guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth 
in thy bosom. 

6 For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter 
riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law 
against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the 
men of his own house. 

7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for 
the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. 

Micah 7 



8 Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I 
shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a 
light unto me. 

9 I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I 
have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and 
execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I shall behold his righteousness. 

10 Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame 
shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the 
LORD thy God? mine eyes shall behold her: now shall 
she be trodden down as the mire of the streets. 

11 In the day that thy walls are to be built, in that day 
shall the decree be far removed. 

12 In that day also he shall come even to thee from 
Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the 
fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and 
from mountain to mountain. 

13 Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because 
of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings. 

14 Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine 
heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the 
midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, 
as in the days of old. 

15 According to the days of thy coming out of the land 
of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things. 



16 The nations shall see and be confounded at all their 
might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their 
ears shall be deaf. 

17 They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall 
move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they 
shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear 
because of thee. 

18 Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his 
heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy. 

19 He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; 
he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea. 

20 Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy 
to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers 
from the days of old. 

 




