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Heidelberg Catechism: 

Q. 44. Why is there added, "he descended into hell"? 

A.  That in my greatest temptations, I may be assured, and wholly 

comfort myself in this, that my Lord Jesus Christ, by his 

inexpressible anguish, pains, terrors, and hellish agonies, in which 

he was plunged during all his sufferings, but especially on the cross, 

has delivered me from the anguish and torments of hell. 

…………………………………………………….………………….………………..……… 

Psalm 18:4-6:  The sorrows of death compassed me, and the 

floods of wickedness made me afraid. The sorrows of the 

grave have compassed me about: the snares of death 

overtook me. But in my trouble did I call upon the Lord, and 

cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his Temple, and 

my cry did come before him, even into his ears. 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

PSALM 101 VARINA.C.M.D. George F. Root 

3. 

4. 

5. 

and judg-ment sing; 0 Lord, I'll sing to Thc:e; 

With wis - dom in a per - feet way Shall my be - hav - ior be . 

. . 
when in kind- ness un - to me Wilt Thou be pleased to 

• 

I with. a per-feet heart will walk With-· in my house at home. 

No wicked thing will I endure 6. Upon the faithful of the land 
Before mine eyes to be ; Mine eyes shall be, that they 

I hate their work who turn aside; May dwell with me; he shall me serve 
It shall not cleave to me. That walks in perfect way. 

A stubborn and a froward heart 7. No man that works deceitfully 
Away from me shall go; Within my house shall dwell; 

No wicked man or evil thing Nor in my presence shall remain 
Will I consent to know. The man that lies doth tell. 

I'll cut him off that slandereth 8. Each morn the wicked of the land 
His neighbor privily; Shall be destroyed by me; 

The haughty heart I will not bear, To free the city of the Lord 
Nor him that looketh high. From all iniquity, 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

PSALM 102 
BACA. L.M. William B. Bradbury 

1. J e - ho - vah I hear my prayer in grace; And let my cry come un - to 

Thee; In day of grief hide not Thy face; Thine ear in -

dine Thou un - to me; Thine ear in - cline Thou un - to me . 

2. Hear when I call to Thee; that day 
An answer speedily return. 

My days like smoke consume away, 
And as a hearth my bones do burn. 

3. My smitten heart like grass is dried, 
And I my bread forgotten leave; 

Because with groans I long have cried, 
My flesh and bones together cleave. 

4. The pelican of wilderness, 
The owl of ruins drear I match; 

And sparrow-like, companionless, 
Upon the housetop I keep watch. 

5: . All day my foes their taunts repeat; 
In madness they against me swear ; 

For I like bread did ashes eat, 
And in my drink tears mingled were. 

6. I by Thy wrath and anger pine; 
Thou hast me raised and cast away; 

My days, a shadow, swift decline ; 
Like grass I wither all the day. 



Daniel 11 

1 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, 
stood to confirm and to strengthen him. 

2 And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth 
shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm 
of Grecia. 

3 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with 
great dominion, and do according to his will. 

4 And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be 
broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of 
heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his 
dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be 
plucked up, even for others beside those. 

5 And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of 
his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and 
have dominion; his dominion shall be a great 
dominion. 

 

 

 



6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves 
together; for the king's daughter of the south shall 
come to the king of the north to make an agreement: 
but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither 
shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, 
and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and 
he that strengthened her in these times. 

7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in 
his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall 
enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and 
shall deal against them, and shall prevail: 

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, 
with their princes, and with their precious vessels of 
silver and of gold; and he shall continue more years 
than the king of the north. 

9 So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, 
and shall return into his own land. 

10 But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a 
multitude of great forces: and one shall certainly 
come, and overflow, and pass through: then shall he 
return, and be stirred up, even to his fortress. 

 

 



11 And the king of the south shall be moved with 
choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even 
with the king of the north: and he shall set forth a 
great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into 
his hand. 

12 And when he hath taken away the multitude, his 
heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many 
ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it. 

13 For the king of the north shall return, and shall set 
forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall 
certainly come after certain years with a great army 
and with much riches. 

14 And in those times there shall many stand up 
against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy 
people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; 
but they shall fall. 

15 So the king of the north shall come, and cast up a 
mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms 
of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen 
people, neither shall there be any strength to 
withstand. 

16 But he that cometh against him shall do according 
to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and 
he shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand 
shall be consumed. 



17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength 
of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; 
thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of 
women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his 
side, neither be for him. 

18 After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and 
shall take many: but a prince for his own behalf shall 
cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without 
his own reproach he shall cause it to turn upon him. 

19 Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own 
land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found. 

20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in 
the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall 
be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle. 

21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to 
whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: 
but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the 
kingdom by flatteries. 

22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown 
from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the 
prince of the covenant. 

23 And after the league made with him he shall work 
deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become 
strong with a small people. 



24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest 
places of the province; and he shall do that which his 
fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall 
scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: 
yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the 
strong holds, even for a time. 

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage 
against the king of the south with a great army; and 
the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with 
a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: 
for they shall forecast devices against him. 

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall 
destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many 
shall fall down slain. 

27 And both of these kings' hearts shall be to do 
mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it 
shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time 
appointed. 

28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; 
and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and 
he shall do exploits, and return to his own land. 

29 At the time appointed he shall return, and come 
toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or 
as the latter. 



30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: 
therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have 
indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; 
he shall even return, and have intelligence with them 
that forsake the holy covenant. 

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away 
the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the 
abomination that maketh desolate. 

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall 
he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know 
their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 

33 And they that understand among the people shall 
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by 
flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. 

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a 
little help: but many shall cleave to them with 
flatteries. 

35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try 
them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to 
the time of the end: because it is yet for a time 
appointed. 

 



36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he 
shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every 
god, and shall speak marvellous things against the 
God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished: for that that is determined shall be 
done. 

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor 
the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall 
magnify himself above all. 

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: 
and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour 
with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and 
pleasant things. 

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a 
strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and 
increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule 
over many, and shall divide the land for gain. 

40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the 
south push at him: and the king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and 
with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall 
enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass 
over. 

 



41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape 
out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief 
of the children of Ammon. 

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the 
countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold 
and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: 
and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his 
steps. 

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall 
trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury 
to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace 

between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet 

he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. 

 



Acts 17 

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis 

and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where 

was a synagogue of the Jews: 

2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, 

and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 

scriptures, 

3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have 

suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this 

Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with 

Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great 

multitude, and of the chief women not a few. 

5 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, 

took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser 

sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on 

an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and 

sought to bring them out to the people. 

6 And when they found them not, they drew Jason 

and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, 

crying, These that have turned the world upside 

down are come hither also; 



7 Whom Jason hath received: and these all do 

contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is 

another king, one Jesus. 

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers of the 

city, when they heard these things. 

9 And when they had taken security of Jason, and of 

the other, they let them go. 

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and 

Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went 

into the synagogue of the Jews. 

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 

in that they received the word with all readiness of 

mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 

those things were so. 

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of 

honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, 

not a few. 

13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge 

that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, 

they came thither also, and stirred up the people. 



14 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul 

to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus 

abode there still. 

15 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto 

Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas 

and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, 

they departed. 

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his 

spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city 

wholly given to idolatry. 

17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the 

Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market 

daily with them that met with him. 

18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and 

of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, 

What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth 

to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he 

preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 

19 And they took him, and brought him unto 

Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new 

doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 

20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: 

we would know therefore what these things mean. 



21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were 

there spent their time in nothing else, but either to 

tell, or to hear some new thing.) 

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and 

said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 

ye are too superstitious. 

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 

found an altar with this inscription, To The 

Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly 

worship, him declare I unto you. 

24 God that made the world and all things therein, 

seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 

not in temples made with hands; 

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though 

he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and 

breath, and all things; 

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for 

to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 

determined the times before appointed, and the 

bounds of their habitation; 

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 

might feel after him, and find him, though he be not 

far from every one of us: 



28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; 

as certain also of your own poets have said, For we 

are also his offspring. 

29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, 

we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 

gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's 

device. 

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 

but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he 

will judge the world in righteousness by that man 

whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 

assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 

from the dead. 

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the 

dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear 

thee again of this matter. 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: 

among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and 

a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
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PARK STREET, L.M. Fred M.A.Venua 

7.But Thou, Je - shalt en - dure From age to age e -

sure Shall Thy me• 

ev • er be, Shall Thy me - mo - rial ev - er be. 

8. Thou shalt arise and mercy yet 
Thou unto Zion shalt extend. 

The time is come which Thou hast 
set, 

When Thou wilt favor to her send. 

9. Thy saints take pleasure in her 
stones; 

Her very dust to them is dear. 
So heathen lands and kingly thrones 

Jehovah's glorious name shall fear. 

JO. The Lord in glory doth appear; 
He buildeth Zion strong and fair; 

He to the needy giveth ear 
Nor doth despise their humble 

prayer. 

I 1. Lest coming ages should forget, 
This wondrous work shall men re-

And peoples uncreated yet [ cord, 
Shall praise and magnify the Lord. 

12. He from His holy place looked down; 
God viewed the earth from heav'n 

on high: 
To hear the pris'ner's mourning groan, 

And free them that are doomed to 
die; 

13. That Zion and Jerus'lem, too, 
His name and praise may well re­

cord; 
When people and the kingdoms do 

Assemble all to praise the Lord. 



Hebrews 13  

1 Let brotherly love continue. 

2 
Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 

thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 

3 
Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 

with them; and them which suffer adversity, as 
being yourselves also in the body. 

4 
Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed 

undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge. 

5 
Let your conversation be without covetousness; 

and be content with such things as ye have: for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. 

6 
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 

helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me. 

7 
Remember them which have the rule over you, 

who have spoken unto you the word of God: 
whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation. 

8 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, 

and for ever. 

 



9 
Be not carried about with divers and strange 

doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace; not with meats, which 
have not profited them that have been occupied 
therein. 

10 
We have an altar, whereof they have no right to 

eat which serve the tabernacle. 

11 
For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is 

brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for 
sin, are burned without the camp. 

12 
Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 

people with his own blood, suffered without the 
gate. 

13 
Let us go forth therefore unto him without the 

camp, bearing his reproach. 

14 
For here have we no continuing city, but we 

seek one to come. 

15 
By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of 

praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips giving thanks to his name. 

16 
But to do good and to communicate forget not: 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 

 



17 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and 

submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, 
as they that must give account, that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 
for you. 

18 
Pray for us: for we trust we have a good 

conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. 

19 
But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I 

may be restored to you the sooner. 

20 
Now the God of peace, that brought again from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, 

21 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his 

will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

22 
And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of 

exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in 
few words. 

23 
Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at 

liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see 
you. 

24 
Salute all them that have the rule over you, and 

all the saints. They of Italy salute you. 

25 
Grace be with you all. Amen. 
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ZEPHYR.L.M. 

THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

PSALM 102 

William B. Bradbury 

14. My strength He weak - ened in the way; My days of 

life 

not 

He short hath made. My God, 0 

a - way In mid - time of my 

15. Thy years through all the ages last; 
And Thou of olden time hast laid 

The earth's foundation firm and fast; 

days I I 

Thy mighty hands the heav'ns have made. 

16. Thou shalt endure, but they shall fall; 
Like garments they shall soon decay; 

As vestures Thou shalt change them all; 
They shall be changed and pass away. 

17. But Thou art evermore the same; 
Thy countless years do last for aye. 

Thy servants' seed who bear Thy name 
Established shall before Thee stay. 

take me 

said. 
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Mark 10 

1 And he arose from thence, and cometh into the 
coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and 
the people resort unto him again; and, as he was 
wont, he taught them again. 

2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is 
it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting 
him. 

3 And he answered and said unto them, What did 
Moses command you? 

4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of 
divorcement, and to put her away. 

5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the 
hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 

6 But from the beginning of the creation God made 
them male and female. 

7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife; 

8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. 

9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. 



10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of 
the same matter. 

11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, and marry another, committeth 
adultery against her. 

12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and 
be married to another, she committeth adultery. 

13 And they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. 

14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God. 

15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein. 

16 And he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them. 

17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there 
came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked 
him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 



18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me 
good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father 
and mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all 
these have I observed from my youth. 

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said 
unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take 
up the cross, and follow me. 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved: for he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his 
disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God! 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. 
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 



25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying 
among themselves, Who then can be saved? 

27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it 
is impossible, but not with God: for with God all 
things are possible. 

28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have 
left all, and have followed thee. 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this 
time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last 
first. 

 

 



32 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; 
and Jesus went before them: and they were 
amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. 
And he took again the twelve, and began to tell 
them what things should happen unto him, 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the 
Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief 
priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall 
condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to 
the Gentiles: 

34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, 
and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the 
third day he shall rise again. 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come 
unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou 
shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 

36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I 
should do for you? 

37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may 
sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left 
hand, in thy glory. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye 
ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 



39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said 
unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I 
drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized 
withal shall ye be baptized: 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand 
is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be 
much displeased with James and John. 

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto 
them, Ye know that they which are accounted to 
rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever 
will be great among you, shall be your minister: 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 

46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of 
Jericho with his disciples and a great number of 
people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat 
by the highway side begging. 



47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 
he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of 
David, have mercy on me. 

48 And many charged him that he should hold his 
peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son 
of David, have mercy on me. 

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be 
called. And they call the blind man, saying unto 
him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and 
came to Jesus. 

51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt 
thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man 
said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 

52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith 

hath made thee whole. And immediately he 

received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 



Judges 21  

1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, 

saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter 

unto Benjamin to wife. 

2 And the people came to the house of God, and 

abode there till even before God, and lifted up their 

voices, and wept sore; 

3 And said, O LORD God of Israel, why is this come 

to pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe 

lacking in Israel? 

4 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people 

rose early, and built there an altar, and offered burnt 

offerings and peace offerings. 

5 And the children of Israel said, Who is there among 

all the tribes of Israel that came not up with the 

congregation unto the LORD? For they had made a 

great oath concerning him that came not up to the 

LORD to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be put to 

death. 

6 And the children of Israel repented them for 

Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe 

cut off from Israel this day. 



7 How shall we do for wives for them that remain, 

seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we will not 

give them of our daughters to wives? 

8 And they said, What one is there of the tribes of 

Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the LORD? And, 

behold, there came none to the camp from 

Jabeshgilead to the assembly. 

9 For the people were numbered, and, behold, there 

were none of the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead there. 

10 And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand 

men of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying, 

Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead with 

the edge of the sword, with the women and the 

children. 

11 And this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall 

utterly destroy every male, and every woman that 

hath lain by man. 

12 And they found among the inhabitants of 

Jabeshgilead four hundred young virgins, that had 

known no man by lying with any male: and they 

brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in 

the land of Canaan. 

13 And the whole congregation sent some to speak to 

the children of Benjamin that were in the rock 

Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them. 



14 And Benjamin came again at that time; and they 

gave them wives which they had saved alive of the 

women of Jabeshgilead: and yet so they sufficed 

them not. 

15 And the people repented them for Benjamin, 

because that the LORD had made a breach in the 

tribes of Israel. 

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, How 

shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing 

the women are destroyed out of Benjamin? 

17 And they said, There must be an inheritance for 

them that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not 

destroyed out of Israel. 

18 Howbeit we may not give them wives of our 

daughters: for the children of Israel have sworn, 

saying, Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjamin. 

19 Then they said, Behold, there is a feast of the 

LORD in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on the 

north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway 

that goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the 

south of Lebonah. 

20 Therefore they commanded the children of 

Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the 

vineyards; 



21 And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh 

come out to dance in dances, then come ye out of the 

vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the 

daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 

22 And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren 

come unto us to complain, that we will say unto 

them, Be favourable unto them for our sakes: 

because we reserved not to each man his wife in the 

war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that 

ye should be guilty. 

23 And the children of Benjamin did so, and took 

them wives, according to their number, of them that 

danced, whom they caught: and they went and 

returned unto their inheritance, and repaired the 

cities, and dwelt in them. 

24 And the children of Israel departed thence at that 

time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and 

they went out from thence every man to his 

inheritance. 

25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every 

man did that which was right in his own eyes. 

 





Zephaniah 1  

1 The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah 

the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of 

Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah 

the son of Amon, king of Judah. 

2 I will utterly consume all things from off the land, 

saith the LORD. 

3 I will consume man and beast; I will consume the 

fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and 

the stumbling blocks with the wicked: and I will cut 

off man from off the land, saith the LORD. 

4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and 

upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut 

off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the 

name of the Chemarims with the priests; 

5 And them that worship the host of heaven upon the 

housetops; and them that worship and that swear by 

the LORD, and that swear by Malcham; 

6 And them that are turned back from the LORD; and 

those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired 

for him. 

7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: 

for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath 

prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. 



8 And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's 

sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the 

king's children, and all such as are clothed with 

strange apparel. 

9 In the same day also will I punish all those that leap 

on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses 

with violence and deceit. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the 

LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the 

fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a 

great crashing from the hills. 

11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the 

merchant people are cut down; all they that bear 

silver are cut off. 

12 And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will 

search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men 

that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, 

The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. 

13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and 

their houses a desolation: they shall also build 

houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant 

vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 

14 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and 

hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the 

LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 



15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 

distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of 

darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick 

darkness, 

16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced 

cities, and against the high towers. 

17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall 

walk like blind men, because they have sinned 

against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured 

out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. 

18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to 

deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the 

whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his 

jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance 

of all them that dwell in the land. 
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